CHAPTER /

THE  PURPOSE OF THE QUESTION

THE question would he worth asking for m
theoretic interest. The Jews, it has often been,
noted, arc anomalous. Individually they are like
others, with vices and virtues like those of the people
among whom they live* The ignorant or malicious
ascribe to them strange faiths and view them with
suspicion. But there is nothing more in them than
ordinary human faults, balanced, as in the generality
of man, by ordinary human virtues. Some of them
are different, but never alarmingly so, and they
rarely challenge compatibility with their neighbours*
Not all of them, however, show in their individual lives
the same variations* Their chief peculiarity as Jews
lies in their collective life.

The dtetinctivenoft* of the Jews cannot be clearly
discovered by examining a number, no matter how
large* of individual Jews. There h more in a collec-
tivity than h shown by the individual* who con*
fttttute it. There h more in Jewish life than any